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when Roumania was being crushed by her powerful
foes. But although he was more concerned with
the decision than any other Allied General, he was
not consulted. So much for the common front about
which we heard so much at the Paris Conference in
the booming rhetoric of M. Briand and Mr. Asquith.

All the same, if timely action had been taken
immediately after Chantilly, it might have completely
transformed the situation to the advantage of the
Allies. Austria, menaced on three flanks, would
undoubtedly have collapsed. The Russian Army
could have been regenerated and re-inspired. The
Germans would have been forced to withdraw masses
of their best troops from the Western Front to support
a crumbling Austria. As usual, no effort was made
to carry out this bold plan. It was nothing more than
a show to delude the Ministers into an acceptance of
the same old strategy. The only front that was
attacked was the political. The moment that was
captured, the Staffs reported to each other, to use a
military phrase, " Our objectives have been attained."
They might have added " The casualties were slight,"
but that phrase was not to be found in their pigeon-
holes. Casualties there were, however ; Joffre, who
designed this manoeuvre, fell as a result of it and the
Asquith Government, which acquiesced in it, also
went.

By January, 1917, the Roumanian overthrow had

entirely altered the Balkan position.   The complete

defeat of the Roumanian Army and the

Roumanians     occupation    of    the    more    important

to Russia       Roumanian towns, and especially of the

corn fields, demolished the Allied military

plans and strengthened the position of the Central

Powers, whilst it undoubtedly worsened and weakened